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!4o               PEASANT LIFE IN CHINA

to the weaving factories. This sorting work is done
by the villagers. The collectors distribute the raw
material to the spinner and collect the silk again.
Wages are paid according to the amount of work done.

I.  Engaged in special occupations in town    .

II.  Silk spinners.....

III,  Retail traders.....

IV.  Agent boats......

V.  Crafts and Professional Services

Carpenters.....    4

Tailors.......3

Staff Members of the Co-operative factory   3

Basket makers.....    2

Barbers             .....    2

Millers              .        .        .        .        .2

Operators of modern pumping machines   2

Mason              .        .        .        .        .    i

Midwife            .....    i

Priest                .....    i

Shoemaker        .        .        .        .        .    i

Silversmith        .        .        .        .        *    i

Weaver......    i

TOTAL......59

A description of the retail traders and of the agent
boats is given in the chapter on marketing (XIV~4-6).

The whole group of craftsmen and professional men
includes only 7 per cent, of the total households in
the village. This low percentage is striking. It is
due firstly to the fact that such work is not exclusively
specialized. Tailoring, shoernaking, and milling are
common work in all households. Wood, bamboo, and
mason's work of a crude type requires very little
knowledge and skill and the necessary tools are found
ia most houses. The modern pumping machines are
not in wide use, and are used mainly in time of
emergency. Childbirth does not always need expert
help. In the above list, besides the work of the